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@lifehopeandopportunity       

It was not long before I was confronted with pov-

erty at the most intimate level. When a half 

dressed, malnourished child stares into your car as 

if they have never seen such a thing before, the 

feeling is overwhelming.  

I often make a point of talking to families begging 

on the street. This lady told me she was begging 

because the welfare payment ran out this month. 

Another, that she was a refugee from Venezuela. 

After talking to this lady with 3 children for some 

time, I decided to park and get out of the car to 

continue the conversation. 
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An Alternative Sunday Morning 
 

Happy New Year! The rains have started in Fortale-

za and the mosquitos, bugs, puddles and floods 

are here again.  

While the world is immersed in discussions about 

global events, AI, and social media, there is a reality 

in the slums of Fortaleza, far removed from media 

attention. 

Here is Marc’s story of his experience on Sunday 

19th January, when he decided to spend the morn-

ing in the community. 

“There is no investment in the peripheral areas of 

this city. People living here come from outside of 

the city in a desperate search for work and food. 

But conditions are as bad now as they were 20 

years ago. Rubbish, sewage, disease and terrible 

public services.  

This is a school where our students, the children 

living in this area are obliged to attend. If they 

don’t, their parents receive no welfare. The gates 

were broken, wide open, windows smashed, and 

the building is falling apart. There is no dignity for 

children here and little chance of education. 

https://www.facebook.com/lifehopeandopportunity
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She told me that her house was down a small alley-

way near Habibs (a fast-food restaurant). She was 

breastfeeding a hungry toddler and looked exhaust-

ed. She was a little afraid of me, so I did my best to 

assure her.  

I invited her to walk to the supermarket so I could 

buy her some food. She accepted and humbly told 

me what she wanted. I bought her rice, beans, salt, 

milk powder and a few other items. Many of the 

people in the shop were staring at us. Of course, her 

boys found the sweets and at first, I said no, but with 

this face looking up at me I relented! 

I offered to take her to her home which was when 

she admitted that she was actually living on the 

street. How are you going to cook? I asked, and she 

told me she had a charcoal stove. 

I said goodbye and was left wondering about the 

conditions she was returning to. Her children cling-

ing to her for security and survival.  

These are the families that I feel I must reach out to. 

In January we intentionally registered a several new 

families who have previously had no contact with 

the project. I hope that through this process we 

maintain our focus on helping those who have no 

other opportunities or support in the slums. 

Many thanks for your continued support and prayers 

for Ruth and I, and the whole team here in Brazil.” 

Watch Our Flyover 
 

In contrast, the photo below shows The University 

of Life. We hope you enjoy the flyover video post-

ed on our You Tube Channel this month. 

Maintaining these grounds is a full-time operation 

and we have a great many needs. However, when a 

child steps into our colourful open space, we know 

their lives are being changed one day at a time. 

If you would like to get more involved in the work 

of UNiViDA, please contact us or use the QR code 

to visit our website. 

Email: ruth.marques@univida.org  

Thank you 

mailto:ruth.marques@univida.org
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   Gift Aid Declaration 

 

 

Please update your details and gift aid status / or use this form to make a new pledge to support a child 

by becoming a Dreambuilder. We will keep your details in accordance with our privacy policy. You can also fill 

out a gift a declaration at www.univida.org/giftaid 

 
I will give  £______________     per month / one time gift  (please circle) 

 

Date* ____________________      Title & Full Name* ______________________________________________ 

 

Email*  __________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address* _______________________________________________________ Postcode* _________________ 

 

UNiViDA Donations  CAF Bank Sort code: 40-52-40 Account No:  00035001 
 

Boost your donation by 25p of Gift Aid for every £1 you donate. Gift Aid is reclaimed by UNiViDA from the tax 

you pay for the current tax year. Your address* is needed to identify you as a current UK taxpayer and you 

must tick the box below.  

 
 I want to Gift Aid my donation of £______________ and any donations I make in the future or have 

made in the past 4 years to UNiViDA. I am a UK taxpayer and understand that if I pay less Income Tax and/or 

Capital Gains Tax than the amount of Gift Aid claimed on all my donations in that tax year it is my responsibility 

to pay any difference. Please notify UNiViDA if you: want to cancel this declaration, change your name or home address 

or no longer pay sufficient tax on your income and / or capital gains. If you pay Income Tax at the higher or additional rate 

and want to receive the additional tax relief due to you, you must include all your Gift Aid donations on your Self-

Assessment tax return or ask HM Revenue and Customs to adjust your tax code.  
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